12 September 1980 

David Liftcn 

140 £. 135 St. . 

Kcckaway Beach 
New York 11694 

My dear Lifton, 

t 

aOut letter of yesterday's date was delivered to se this morning. 
I find absolutely unacceptable and offensive the sentence on your 
manuscript page which reads "Mrs. Meagher then made clear that she 
considered any conversation with Liebeler a danger to her stiil- 
unpubiishsd manuscript . " Tnis is a complete misrepresentation cf the 
letter ana the spirit of my 9 October 1966 letter to you* and is 
perforative if not libellous. 


I request you to delete the quoted sentence from your manuscript 
ana to replace it with the following accurate paraphrase of ray 1966 
letter: 

Mrs. Meagher then made clear that she considered that 
it would be a breach cf faith to discuss with Liebeler 
the work being done by the critics, including the 
contents of her still— unpublished manuscript. 

II you are willing to make the deletion and to substitute the 
sentence specified above, I will consider giving permission for the 
use of excerpts from my letter of 9 October 1966, 'which is clearly 
marxeo. "btrictly Confidential" and which must not be quoted without 
ray express written agreement. Moreover, I must insist that your 
publisher as well as you personally be a party to the agreement. 

I have obtained legal advice on all these points and I must insist 
that the written agreement must quote the exact text to which I am 
asked to agree — in other words, I want the revised page quoted, in the 
body of the agreement , ana I want Macmillan as well as you personally 
to be a signatory. 


Uruess you agree to these terms ana conditions, X expressly forbid 
you to quote excerpts from ay strictly confidential letter dated 
5 October 1966. Copies of this letter will be made available to 
my attorney and to the Macmillan Publishing Company. 


Yours very truly, 



Sylvia Meagher 
302 West 12 Street 
New York, H.Y. 10014 


